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The 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals unanimously ruled on Thursday that the suspension of US
President Donald Trump’s executive order barring entry to nationals of seven Muslim-majority
countries should remain in place, after hearing the cases of the states of Minnesota and
Washington against the ban and arguments in support of it by the Department of Justice.
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The appeals court said the US government had not offered “any evidence” of national security
concerns to justify the ban, which has created confusion in airports around the world.
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Trump however tweeted in reaction to the court’s decision: “See you in court, the security of
our nation is at stake!”
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The next step for the Department of Justice is likely to be another appeal, but this time to the
Supreme Court. The lower court of appeal had heard from the Department that President Trump
had the constitutional power to bar entry to nationals from seven Muslim-majority countries to
safeguard the security of the country against a terrorist threat.
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This argument was countered by lawyers representing the two states of Minnesota and
Washington, who argued that the ban affected individuals, families and universities, and cited
Trump’s presidential campaign pledge to enforce a Muslim ban to plead the case that the
executive order was based on religion, and therefore unconstitutional.
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