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Part IV Translation (30 minutes)

Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into
English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.
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Dream of the Red Chamber is a novel written by Cao Xueqin in the 18th century. Drawing from
his own painful personal experiences, Cao Xueqin narrates the tragic love story between Jia
Baoyu and Lin Daiyu. The book features around 30 major characters and over 400 minor ones,
each vividly portrayed with distinct personalities. The novel provides a detailed account of the
rise and fall of four aristocratic families, reflecting the hidden crises and intricate social conflicts
within feudal society.

Dream of the Red Chamber blends realism and romanticism, possessing strong artistic appeal.
It is widely regarded as the greatest Chinese novel and one of the greatest literary works in the
world.

ooim



